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Region of Waterloo

Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Commissioner of Planning, Housing and Community Services
Date: March 29, 2019

Subject: Township of Wilmot Official Plan Amendment No. 9

Recommendation:
That the Regional Commissioner of Planning, Development and Legislative Services
approve Official Plan Amendment No. 9 to the Official Plan of the Township of Wilmot,

with modifications detailed in Attachment “A”, and that the following certificate page be
included in the amendment document:

Amendment No. 9
to the
Official Plan
of the
Township of Wilmot
Amendment No. 9 to the Official Plan of the Township of Wilmot, which has been
adopted by the Council of the Township of Wilmot, is hereby approved with

modifications in accordance with Sections 17, 21 and 26 of the Planning Act, R.S.0O.
1990, Chapter p. 13, as amended, by the Regional Municipality of Waterloo.

Approval Date Rod Regier
Commissioner of Planning,
Development and Legislative
Services

Date Approval Comes into Effect
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REPORT

Official Plan Amendment No. 9 to the Official Plan of the Township of Wilmot (OPA 9)
applies broadly to all lands within the Township, and was prepared in accordance with
the Planning Act to bring the Township’s Official Plan into conformity with Regional and
Provincial land use policies.

The Township’s existing Official Plan was last approved by the Region in 2004. Since
then, there have been a number of changes in Provincial and Regional land use policy
which need to be reflected in the Township’s Official Plan. These include: the Provincial
Policy Statement (2014) (PPS), the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
(2017) (the Growth Plan), and a new Regional Official Plan (2015) (the ROP) as
amended by Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 1 (ROPA 1). Under Section 9 of the
Planning Act, municipalities are required to review, and if necessary update their official
plans, at least every five years to ensure conformity with Provincial and Regional land
use policy.

The Township initiated the review of its Official Plan in 2016 and released a draft
amendment for public review and comment in June 2017. This process culminated on
December 11, 2017 when Township Council adopted OPA 9 by By-law No. 2017-54
and subsequently forwarded it to the Region for approval.

The adopted OPA 9 has been reviewed by Regional staff to ensure that the final
adopted policies conform to the ROP, ROPA 1 and the Growth Plan and to ensure
consistency with the PPS. Regional staff also reviewed Township staff report (Report
DS-25) prepared for the December 11, 2017 Council meeting and are in agreement with
the findings and recommendations therein related to conformity with the ROP and the
Growth Plan and consistency with the PPS, subject to the modifications set out in this
decision. A copy of the Township staff report is available on the Township’s website.

Approval of OPA 9 will amend various maps in the Township’s Official Plan to
rationalize the boundaries of the Countryside Line, and the Baden and New Hamburg
Township Urban Areas. Specifically, these changes are set out in Modifications 40, 41,
44 and 46 in the table below. Since the boundaries of these areas are also identified in
the ROP, any proposed revisions in the Township’s Official Plan could not be approved
until the ROP had been amended. The ROP was amended by ROPA 1 to revise Map 3c
and Map 7 of the ROP to facilitate the approval of OPA 9 as it relates to the boundaries
of the Township Urban Areas (Baden and New Hamburg) and the Countryside Line.
ROPA 1 was adopted by Regional Council on June 6, 2018. It was subsequently
appealed to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal by one appellant. This appeal has
since been withdrawn and Regional Official Plan Amendment No. 1 came into effect on
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February 26, 2019.

Other modifications to the Official Plan’s maps include Modifications 42 and 43 which
more accurately reflect the names of land use designations in the text of the Official
Plan, and Modification 45 which updates the Mineral Aggregate Resource Area on Map
9 to the Official Plan to align with the Mineral Aggregate Resource Areas shown on Map
8 of the ROP.

A draft decision was sent to the Township on March 8, 2019. Township staff responded
positively to the draft decision and made several suggestions for further changes which
have been incorporated into the final decision.

Regional staff is satisfied that OPA 9, as modified, conforms to the ROP and the Growth
Plan, and is consistent with the PPS. Accordingly, staff recommends that the Regional
Commissioner of Planning, Development and Legislative Services approve OPA 9 as
outlined in this report and the attached Decision.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION:

Any written submissions related to OPA 9 that were made to the Township of Wilmot
prior to the Township’s adoption of the amendment, or any oral submissions related to
the amendment made at a public meeting, were considered and/or addressed by the
Township of Wilmot. Since the Township’s adoption of OPA 9, one written submission,
one written submission was received and considered as part of this decision. Three
requests for notice of decision were also received.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:

Pursuant to Regional By-law 01-028 (Commissioner’s delegation by-law), this approval
does not obligate the Regional Municipality of Waterloo to any financial costs over and
above those contained in the current budget or the 10-Year Capital Forecast already
approved by Regional Council.

OTHER DEPARTMENT CONSIDERATIONS:

Nil.

COMES INTO EFFECT:

Provided there are no appeals received by 4:30 p.m. on April 18, 2019, Official Plan
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Amendment No. 9 of the Township of Wilmot would come into effect on April 19, 2019.

PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY:
David Welwood, MCIP, RPP ’FO’/ Rod Regier
Principal Planner __— Commissioner of Planning,

Development and Legislative Services
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