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Township of Wilmot 
Heritage Wilmot Advisory Committee 

 
Minutes of May 12th, 2021 

 
 

Present: Nick Bogaert, Elisia Scagnetti, Marg Rowell, Yvonne Zyma, Al Junker, 
Patty Clarke, Councillor Barry Fisher, Tracy Loch (Curator / Director) 
 
Guests: Harold O’Krafka (Director of Development Services, Wilmot Township), 
Bridget Coady (Principal Planner, Cultural Heritage, Region of Waterloo) 
 
Regrets: Scott Williams, Rene Eby, Artem Voytsekhovskiy, Councillor Jennifer 
Pfenning 
 
Meeting was held virtually.  Meeting started at 6:35 p.m. 
 
 
Welcome 
Chairperson Nick Bogaert welcomed the Committee members to the Heritage 
Wilmot Advisory Committee meeting. He then read the Land Acknowledgment. 
 
Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 
None 
 
Review of Minutes from April 7th, 2021 
MOVED by Al 
SECONDED by Patty 
ALL in favour 
 
 
Business 
Non-Designated Register Inventory Update 
Marg, Yvonne and Tracy are continuing the updates to the Non-Designated 
Register in order to formally present them to Council later this spring. All property 
owners have been contacted and informed of the Committee’s intention to add 
their properties to the Non-Designated Register.   
 
Tracy has confirmed that one property owner has expressed concerns about 
being added to the list.  The Committee discussed whether the property should 
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be added to the list without the approval of the property owner.  Currently, the 
Ontario Heritage Act does not require the property owner to receive notification, 
and some municipal committees do not provide notice.  However, it has been the 
practice of Heritage Wilmot to not go against the wishes of the property owner.  
The Committee decided to await the end of the circulation / comment period 
before making a final decision in regards to this matter. 
 
Tracy also reminded the Committee that two properties were to be removed from 
the Non-Designated Register: St. James Lutheran Church has now been formally 
designated, so it will be removed from Register.  The Baden Emporium has been 
demolished (per previous Committee approval), so it will also be removed from 
the Register. 
 
 
New Business 
Cultural Heritage Landscape project 
Bridget Coady, Principal Planner - Cultural Heritage from the Region of Waterloo, 
joined the Committee to discuss updates to the project. The Region of Waterloo 
and other area municipalities are required to conserve Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes (CHLs) as part of the Regional Official Plan. The Region in 
partnership with the Townships of Wilmot and North Dumfries and the Heritage 
Resource Centre at the University of Waterloo are undertaking and identification 
project of potential CHLs within these townships.  
 
There are three stages of this study. The initial phase includes speaking to 
municipal staff as well as Heritage Advisory Committees for their input.  It will 
also include public consultation through a Region of Waterloo “EngageWR” 
portal.  The website contains a survey format in which members of the public can 
identify and map Cultural Heritage Landscapes that they feel are worthy of being 
included on the list. Once the list is developed, research will be done to verify 
and expand the list. This phase will also identify special attributes of each of the 
sites which would give more background to their importance within the 
community. The draft list will then have further public consultation to determine 
ranking or importance to the wider community. The final phase will be evaluated 
for significance using the Regional guidelines for historical integrity and 
community value. Mapping of the landscapes chosen will be done in the final 
phase.  
 
The “EngageWR” website will allow the public to add photographs and 
information about landscapes that they wish to include on the list.  There are 
links to information for other CHL projects. The website also includes important 
dates for the study timeline.  However, these dates are flexible due to the 
pandemic restrictions and current limits on public gatherings.  Bridget 
encourages members of the Committee to explore the website. She plans to 
have a more formal workshop with Heritage Wilmot in the fall. 
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Holland Mills Bridge plaque 
Township staff are working to finalize plans for the historic plaque / 
commemorative feature for the Holland Mills bridge, so that it can be installed.  
Tracy will email the latest version of the plaque text to the Committee for review.  
Members are asked to provide any comments or suggestions. Tracy will then 
finalize and begin the process of getting the plaque made.   
 
Meeting schedule updates 
The Committee’s regular meeting day of the first Wednesday of each month 
overlaps with the Committee of Adjustment.  Since both meetings cannot be held 
virtually at the same time, Heritage Wilmot will now meet on the second 
Wednesday each month until such time as regulations allow for in-person 
meetings to resume.  Tracy will circulate the new dates to the Committee. 
 
 
Correspondence 
Environmental Assessments 
Nick updated that Environmental Assessments are taking place for the Trussler 
Road reconstruction as well as the Morningside Sewage Plant upgrade.  Tracy 
has been asked to provide information about any heritage resources surrounding 
these study areas. 
 
 
Roundtable / information sharing 
Wilmot Post and Waterloo Region Record 
News articles were published in these newspapers.  One was about Township 
committees and the other about the Miller House. Tracy had circulated these to 
the Committee prior to this meeting, and will re-circulate for information.  The 
articles were very interesting and informative. 
 
Mill in New Hamburg 
An article published in the Wilmot Post indicated that the mill has been sold.  The 
group who has purchased the property is interested in turning the building into a 
community hub with mixed use and affordable housing. 
 
 
Adjournment – 7:29 p.m. 
MOVED by Al 
 
Next meeting – June 9th, 2021 at 6:30pm 


